
Elementary Dept Activities - Promotion Sunday 
September 10th is Promotion Sunday for us here at SMRBC. It is a time of change for teachers, classes, and students. As 
teachers, please take the opportunity to have fun getting to know your kids, getting to know each other, and teaching the 
morning Bible lesson.  
 
You’ll find below some suggested activities for your class. Feel free to use what you like, add activities to it if you choose, or 
omit what you don’t think will work in your classroom. 

Class Goals: 
 Get to know the children 

 Let teachers get to know each other and become familiar with the classroom 

 Set guidelines and expectations for your class 

Get To Know The Class Activities 

Would you rather…? Game: 

Source: https://thefamilydinnerproject.org/fun/dinner-games/  

Take turns asking “Would you rather….?” questions.  You can make up your own or find some on the internet.  Have kids 

partner up or ask the questions out load to individuals, so your whole group can learn about one another. Be sure to ask 

kids to explain their answers.   Here a few suggestions: 

 …live in the city or the country? 

 …live without a gaming device or a television? 

 …be able to fly or be invisible? 

 …live in the future or in the past? 

 …have feet for hands or hands for feet? 

 …lose your sense of taste or your sense of smell? 

 …be a rabbit or a horse? 

Salad Bowl Game: 

Adapted from https://thefamilydinnerproject.org/fun/salad-bowl-game/ 

As students arrive to class, have them write down the names of three people they admire, on three separate pieces of 

paper. These people can be fictional characters, historical figures, biblical characters, people they know personally, or 

people they have never met. Mix up all the pieces of paper in a bowl. Have students take a turn drawing a name from the 

bowl and describe this person to the rest of the class. The only rule is that the “describer” cannot say the person’s name or 

any part of the name. Once the person is identified, try to guess who put this name in the bowl, and then talk about why 

the person plucked from the salad bowl is admirable. 

Variation:  Divide students up into smaller groups to allow everyone time to play this game.   

Get to Know You Game: 

Source: http://childrensministry.com/articles/game-getting-to-know-you/  

This Getting to Know You game is a fun crowdbreaker to help children get to know each other in your Sunday school class. 

Before class, fill one box with enough candy treats for each child. Then wrap the box like a present. Have children stand in a 
line. Give the first child in line the package and tell children you’re going to ask the child with the package a question. As 
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long as he can truthfully answer “yes” to the question, he can keep the package. As soon as he answers “no,” he must pass 
the package to the next child in line. The last child with the package before you run out of questions gets the prize. 

You’ll need about three questions per child. Ask questions such as these: Do you have brown eyes? Do you wear nail 
polish? Have you met someone famous? Can you wiggle your ears? Do you read the Bible everyday? Is today Easter 
Sunday? Are you wearing a hair clip? Do you play baseball? 

After a child answers one or two “yes” questions, throw in a definite “no” question so the package can continue down the 
line before you run out of questions. The last child holding the package gets to open it and share the treats with the class. 

Ice Breaker: Who’s Who? 

Source: http://childrensministry.com/articles/game-getting-to-know-you/  

Use this icebreaker: Who’s Who to get kids talking and laughing as they learn about various people from the Bible. 

Write the names of people from the Bible on 3×5 index cards. (If you have a big group of kids, you can repeat names.) You 
could include Jesus, Mary, Joseph, God, Noah, Moses, David, Rachel, Jonah, Judas, and Lazarus. 

Tape the cards with the names on kids’ foreheads without them seeing who they are. Then provide everyone with a master 
list of names so kids have some idea of who they might be. Give kids 10 minutes to go around the group, asking only yes-or-
no questions to try to discover their identity. Give kids these hints: Their questions should start out broad, such as “Am I a 
boy? Am I a girl?” Then questions can get more specific, such as “Am I in Jesus’ family?” “Did I build something?” For added 
fun, include factoids about each person on the list to give kids fodder for formulating their questions. 

 

Name Game 

Sit in a circle and the leader will start and finish the game. Ask everyone to pick a word that starts with the same sound as 
their first name.  The word may or may not describe the person. The leader says the word he or she picked and then their 
own name.  (Silly Susan ) The person sitting on the leader's left goes second and says the leader's name and then adds their 
own (Silly Susan, Daring Darlene). Keep going around the circle until it gets back to the leader, who has to do the whole 
group! 
 
 This game is easier than it sounds and a lot of fun.  Encourage the person whose turn it is to try to do it on their own, but 
people do offer help or clues if someone gets stuck. By the time the leader has finished, a few of the kids on the left side of 
the circle may want to try to do the whole circle too! 

I Like To… 

A variation on the previous game.  
 
Sit the group in a circle (adults and children). Ask everyone to think of something that they like to do. Then pick someone to 
start by telling the group for example “I like to swim”. The person to their right will then tell the group what the first person 
liked and adding what they like to do, for example “Fred likes to swim, I like to walk”. 
 
This continues right around the circle until the last person has to say what everyone likes to do. Other members of the 
group can prompt by miming the activity if anyone falls into difficulty. This game can be played by students of all ages, 
where older children may turn it into a much more humorous game by making up silly sentences. 
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Guidelines/Expectations 

Clear Expectations 

For all classrooms, it’s best to have clear expectations and consequences for behavior. Explain that you expect them to do 
“the right thing in the right place”. Discuss the structure of your class, the opening time, small group time, or large group 
time. When is it OK to talk and goof off, when do they need to sit quietly and listen. At what times do they need to raise 
their hands? Are there any specific rules to your classroom that you need to let them know ahead of time? 
 
Here is a specific example.  The preteen teachers may decide students should not ask to go to the restroom during the Bible 
lesson time (unless it is an emergency, of course).  They should be told that going before the lesson, after the lesson or 
during the warm-up activities is the right time to use the restroom.   
THREE CHOICES SYSTEM. This is the simple structure Pastor Dustin uses when he’s working with kids from 5 years old 
through Preteens.  I typically tell students that they do not have to be old and have gray hair to display God’s wisdom.  I 
normally share some verses from Proverbs 4:7-19.  God’s wisdom is the foundation for learning, relationships, work and 
practically anything else we can think of.  I explain that it is sometimes hard to remember all the rules.  I stress the 
importance of rules, like why I make my 3 year old hold a hand in a parking lot.  However, if they will remember these three 
choices they will almost always find themselves following the rules.  Here they are: 
 
Choose to be Respectful 
Choose to Learn  
Choose to be Safe 
 
I talk about each choice and explain some rules that might fit into that choice.  I explain that these are my expectations.  If 
they choose to make these choices in class, they will display Godly wisdom and not have any problems in our class. When 
inappropriate behavior is observed, you can simply ask, “Johnny, are you choosing to learn?” 
 
Due to the nature of a Sunday school class that only meets once a week and is comprised of visitors and some infrequent 
student attendance, these expectations and rules will need to be repeated often and throughout the year.  Thus the reason 
for three choices, and not a list of rules to remember.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 


